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POLITICAL. 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore’, of the 27th Jane, adverting Mpeg 
to the frontier difficulty, remarks that ~ a 

Ba = igatisanag ns Bent the most important question that 
and Native Military Gov. ought to be first settled 18, whether 
Seen nee battle should be offered to the Russian 

Army in Afghanistan or on the Indian frontier. With an 
untrustworthy prince on the throne of Kabul, it would be the 

height of folly to make Afgh&nistén the scene of the great im- 

pending struggle with Russia. The elevation of Abdul Rah- 

man to the throne was a great mistake. If the British Gov- 

ernment did not desire to retain Afgh&nist4n in its own pos- 

session after the late Afghan war, it should have divided 

the country among its European and Native Military Officers 

who had rendered distinguished service. They would have 

doubtless been able to restore peace and manage the affairs 

of the country satisfactorily in their own way. The arrange- 

ment would have also saved Government the immense expen- 

diture involved by the payment of an annual subsidy and the. 

gifts of arms to the Amir. Even now there could bet no 0. great 


difficulty in carryiog out the scheme. 


Cireulation, 


500 copies. 


Circulation, 


250 copies. 
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The A/tdb-i-Panjab (Lahore), of of the Ist Jaly, in com- 
menting: upon the proposal of the 
Akkbds-i- Am that Afghanistén should 
be divided among Europeanand Native Military Officers, 
remarks that the measure might-have been carried out with 
advantage at the time of the deposition of the ex-Amir 
from the throne. But to think of attempting anything of 
the kind at present would be preposterous, inasmuch as it 
would only drive all Afghénistén into enmity and’ induce 
her to throw herself into the arms of Russia. As regards 
the attitude of Abdul Rahman, we: cannot divine his secret 


intentions, but judging from his outward conduct, we have no 
reason to doubt his loyalty. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbdr (Etawah), of the Ist J uly, says that 
Bhutan and the Govern. the policy of the British Government 
meet of ae. is sometimes. quite mysterious. It 
appears that the Bhutan darbaér lately applied to the Govern- 
ment of India for the supply of a quantity of arms and am- 
munition, in order to suppress a rebellion among its subjects, 
but that the Government of. India replied that it did not like 
to interfere with the internal affairs of Bhutan! © The British 
Government is ready to sacrifice millions sterling and 
thousands of its soldiers in order to restore order in Egypt. 
It is ready to make large gifts of money and arms to the un- 
trustworthy Amirs of Kabul, who have more than once used. 
them against itself, But it is not prepared to give any aid to 
a friendly ally like Bhutan, which has long given it no. trouble 


of any kind. Such a policy will have a very evil effect on 
frontier States like Kashmir and Nepal. | 


The same. 


The Arya Vinaya (Morddébad), of the Ist July, refer- 
a ring to the near approach. of Russia, 
rn oer prensa that the martial instinct sof 
the people should be revived by repealing the Arms het and 
enlisting them as volunteers; that fortifications on the acubhs 
should be strengthened ; and that native 
improve the efficiency of their armies. 
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The Shafiq-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 27th June, is glad to 

A 0. Hame, Eeq., and Sy that it: is believed that Mr. A. O. 
India. Hume, a true friend and patron of 
natives, means to go to England: in order to: use his influence 
at the next general parliamentary: election in favour of those 
candidates who take an-interest in the affairs of his country 
of adoption. Avglo-Indian newspapers, the prophets of 
evil, condemn the scheme and prophesy its failure. But 
such attempts, even if unsuccessful, do. some good and are a 
hopeful sign of the times. A redress of the grievances of 
this couutry is only possible if they are fully brought to the 
notice of Parliament and the British public. At present, 
Parliament is 80 indifferent to Indian affairs that, when the 
Indian budget was introduced into the House of Commons 
last year, out of 654 members only 12 members were present, 
and Mr. Gladstone himself was fast asleep at the time! The 
Shaftg earnestly desires that Mr. Hume’s efforts in the noble 
task he has undertaken may be crowned with success, and 
that he may receive every kind of aid from natives. : 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. — 
The Shaftq-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 4th Jaly, i in regard 
Pespesi abeilibia ck the proposed abolition of i imprison- 
imprisonment for civil ment for civil debts, is opposed to 
F an entire abolition ; but is of opinion 
that no debtor should be sent to gaol if he i is able to prove to 
the satisfaction of the court that he has no means of paying 
his debts, and that he has not wilfally deprived himself of 
those means. The second condition is also necessary, inas- 
much as sometimes debtors, especially those belonging to the 
lower classes of Europeans and Eurasians, voluntarily resign 
the appointments they hold, simply in order to avoid the 
payment of their debts. 


The Aftéb-i- Panjab (Lahore), of the 3rd J uly; in. com- 
_ menting upon the same subject, Te- 
marks that the law has naleeedy, place 


The same. 


Circulation, 
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many obstacles in the way of creditors realizing their money 
from. debtors. A Civil Court decree becomes null if it is 
not executed for three years. Pensions and also salaries 
below Rs. 20 a month are exempt from attachment in ex- 
ecution of Civil Court decrees. - A debtor cannot be arrest- 
ed in execution of a decree when returning home from a 
Court where he has been to give evidence in any svit, and 
so forth. If imprisonment for a civil debt is abolished, the 
recovery of debts will be almost impossible. 


The Najmu-l-Akhbér (Etawah), of the Ist July, advert- — 
st ing to the Copyright Bill, remarks 
Mertens that the scaubed caine is a very 
unreasonable one and will not fally secure the object aimed 
at. Suppose a telegram appears in the Pioneer and at once 
becomeer public at any place through the subscribers to the 
paper, the Bill will not be able to prevent other newspapers 
from publishing the news on the same day as a rumour prevail- 
ing at that place. When such a law is not in force even in 
England, Government is by no means justified in introducing 
it into this country. If the London Times and other English 
papers which obtain news from battle-fields at a considerable 
cost, enjoy no protection of the kind, there seems to be no 
reason why it should be conceded to Anglo-Indian newspapers. 
It is believed that the Bill has been already sent to the Local 
Governments and Administrations for opinion. Bat it should 
have been simultaneously supplied to the Press, in ordér that 
the Local Governments and Administrations might have bene- 
fited by the comments of the Press i in forming their opinion. 


The same paper says that this year there were over two 
Late: Anglo-Vernacula: thousand candidates for the Anglo- 
Middle Ciass) Examination. Vernacular Middle Class Examination, 

of whom only about eight hundred were successful. Sach 
a general failure cannot but. be attributed to. unnecessary ne 
severity on the part of the Examiners. They. gene! ally set 
questions far beyond the capacity of candidates, and do not = = 
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allow sufficient time to answer the questions. Moreover, 
they are very illiberal in giving marks,. There is another 
very objectionable practice in vogue among them. If they 
are themselves unable to get-throngh all the papers, they 
get some papers examined by advanced school-boys living in 
their neighbourhood! The Najm is of opinion that Hxaminers 
should be required to-send. their questions to the Director of 
Public Instruction for. approval before printing them. He 
should carefully examine them, striking out those: which he 
does not think suited tothe candidates for whom they are 
intended. When an unsuccessful candidate complains that 
he thinks that his papers have not been carefully examined 
by the Examiners, the Director of Public Instraction should 
send for the papers and eximine them himself. | 


The same paper says.that it is believed that Raja Ata. 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ata- ullah Khan, who has been appointed 
ullah Khén, British Envoy . British Envoy at Kabul,. has been 
at Kabul. | 2a 
only temporarily raised to the rank of 


Lieutenant-Colonel. On his return from Afghanistan he will 
again become a mere Risaélda&r-Major. In other words, his 
important political services in an uncivilized country like 
Afghénistin will be requited’by degradation! This is a fresh 
proof of the illiberality of Government towards natives. 


The Ghamkhwdr-i- Hind (Lahore’, of the 27th June, is 
crernnent Geese ihe St 8 lowe'to Sndlersiand why the Pen. 
Press. jdb Government Gazette is not supplied 
to some native editors in-exchange-for their papers. It jis 
almost unnecessary to say thatthe Government Gazette should 
be largely supplied to editors, in order that they may give 
wide publicity to its contents. The Bditor-of the Ghamkhwér 
is ready to subscribe for the Gazette, but ‘he first desires to 
know whether the supply of the Gazette is left entirely to the 
discretion of the officers: in. charge ‘of thé Government Press, 
or whether the Local Government -has fixed any rules for 


their guidance in the matter. 


Fa. ate VN le ec ae a ee a ee 
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The same paper regreté to say that a European sentry 

A coolie lately shot bya ately killed a coolie at the Pesha&war 
— we kad ae Cantonment. The unfortunate inci- 
dent is said ti have occurred in this way. The: sentry chal- 
lenged the coolie, and recéiving no answer, shot him! It is 
well-known that in no cantonment is a sentry allowed to fire 
except in case of serious danger, and therefore the Gham- 
khwdér cannot but consider ‘the soldier in question guilty of 
murder. The constant failures of justice in such cases, 
which have lately become very frequent, are quite inexpli- 
cable and grieve the people to the heart.’ The Native Press has 
always indulged in bitter complaitits on such occasions in vain. 
The fact is, that it is a far cry to London. Native political 
associations and newspapers would do well to-publish a full 
account at the end of each year of all cases in which natives 
have been killed by Europeans during the year, and send 
copies of it to Her Majesty and Members of: Parliament. The 
Ghamkhwdr will publish an account of such cases at the end 


of the year in the form of a supplement = supply copies to 
its subscribers. 


The same paper says that the appointment of Lieute- 
Colonel Réja Ata-ullah Kh&n as Bri- 
“nant ae tink Envoy at Kabul is quite unob- 
jectionable and has elicited general. 
satisfaction. Still, the question is why selection was not 
made from among the members of the Sadozai and Alizai 
families at Dehra Ismail Khan. ‘The office has been invari- 
ably held by those families. To the Ghamkhwdr’s know- 
ledge, Colonel Muhammad’ Afzal Khén was only an exception 
to the rule. It was hoped that on his return from Kabul, 
Nawib Muhammad Héfiz Abdallah Khén, son of the late 
Nawab Sir Ghul4m Husain Kb&n, K.C.8.1, would. be elevated 
to the office. But, as Government has thought fit to appoint 
Réja Ata-ullah Khén as its representative at the Amir's: 
Conrt, the Nawéb should be ssdncaton to some othe r suitable 
post. ie a 
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The Shafig-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 4th July, referring 
to the case of Sullivan, a Government 
Press employé at Lahore, who had 
wounded a-chaprdsi with a bayonet, 
who, after lying for some days in the hospital, died of the 
wound, remarks that the accused, was tried, by a Jury before 
Mr. Justice Spitta in the Lahore Chief Court on the 26th June 
on the charges of culpable homicide and causing death by 
negligence. The Jury unanimously declared the prisoner not 
enilty on the more serious charge, but was divided in opinion 
as to the other charge—six jurors holding him to be not guilty 
and three holding him to be guilty. The Judge himself con- 
curred with the latter. Hence the Jury was discharged, and 
the trial will be held again before a new Jary on the charge 
of negligence. The avidence produced at the late trial did 
not show that the accused had no intention of killing the de- 
ceased. If Sullivan did not attack the deceased, had the 
latter any magnet in his stomach which of itself attracted 
the bayonet which the former held in his hand? The Stoftg 
will not make any farther comments until the case has been 
finally disposed of. The late Jury did its duty in the manner 
that might have been expected, but the Judge did not agree 
with it, otherwise the prisoner would have been. discharged 
erenow. It is to be hoped that, in order to save -his good 
name, Mr. pitta will decide the case in a satisfactory way. 


Case of Sullivan, who was 
charged with killinga chap- 
rasi at Lahore. 


The Delhi Punch (Lahore), of the 1st July, contains a pic- 
Famine in Birbhoom and ture in which famine in the shape of 
_ a demon is represented as attacking 
4 woman, who represents Bengal. é Tne Punch, pulling the 


Lieutenant-Governor of the province by the ear, draws his 
attention to the sad spectacle. ; 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 4th Jaly, says that 
Sat of the Sardi at Shéh- the sale of the Sarfi at Shéhdara, 
o— Lahore, has given birth to many ru- 
mours among ignorant people at that place. It is ramoured 
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that the Shalamér garden,’ Jahfngir’s Maasolewm and sevoral 


old Mahammadan mosques will be: sold, and that Rai Mela 
Ram has offered one lakh and twenty-thousand rupees and 
the Seth of Mian Mir two:and a haif lakhs for the garden. 
Another rumour is afloat tothe effect that the British desire 
to retire from this country throagh fear of Russia, and are 
therefore raising money by the sale of public buildings An- 
other rumour that has gained currency is to the effect that 
the Government of India. is bankrupt and that the British 
would have already retired, had not the Sultan of Turkey 
promised aid. It is to be regretted that even sonie native 
newspapers of Iahore have given credence to the rumonr re- 
garding the sale of the Shalamar garden and Jalningir’s 
Mausoleum. The sale of the Sardi is objectionable, inasmuch 
as it might occasionally do good service as it did at the time 


of the construction of the Panjib Northern State Railway. 


At all events, the building should not have been sold in 
the present disturbed state of frontier affairs, when the spread 
of such mischievous rumours was to be apprehended. 


The MNastm-i-Agra, of the 30th June, referring to the 
boring of an artesian well at Agra, 
a ae se to say thet, as rocks have been 
reached, the Local Government has ordered work to be stop- 
ped, under the impression that water will not be found under 
the rocks. But the stoppage of work is ill-advised. Plenty 
of water is generally found below rocks. The boring has 
not yet extended to the depth that had been originally con- 
templated. The instruments for perforating rocks have not yet 
been used. As all the necessary machinery has been already 
bought and the services of an Engineer engaged for one yes, 
the stoppage of work will only save the wages of labourers 
and the expenditure of coal, which do not amount to & large 
sum during the month. Above all, when the Municipal Com- 
mittee is ready to pay all the expenses, the Local Goversmet 


‘should allow the boring to be continued to a farther depth af 


( 455 ) 
The Muftd-i- Am (Agra), of the 1st July, complains of the 

great scarcity of drinking water. at 
Agra during the hot weather, deplores 
the stoppage of the boring of the artesian well there, and 
remarks that the stoppage can only be due to the orders of 
Government for a reduction of public expenditure. If the 
people are deprived of water when a rupture with Russia 
is apprehended, théy will be starved if war actually breaks 
out. Ifthe Local Government has really ordered the work 
at the well to be suspended, the Municipal Committee should 
represent the sufferings of the people to it and obtain permis~- 
(The Agra Akhbdr, of the : 28th 
June, condemns the stoppage of the well, and observes that 


The same. 


sion to continue the work. 


the municipal funds are not Government money, but are. 


intended to provide for local wants.. If the people are 
deprived of water and food when the Russians are still scores 
of miles from Herat, what will be their condition if Russians 
occupy Herat or K&bul? Does Government mean to 
abandon this country even when the Russians are at such 


a great distance from the frontier? Surely it ought not to. 


be so much terrified. It should win the goodwill of the 
people and form native volunteer corps; and then it will 
have nothing to fear from Russia.) 


The Agra Akhbar, of the 28th June, says that the Huro- 
European aud native off. pean officers at Agra, such as the 
ters at Agra. Commissioner, the District and Ses- 
sions Judge, the Collector and the Joint-Magistrate are 


ready tosee natives at their houses and treat them with 


great civility and politeness. But the conduct of native 
officers in general is far from satisfactory. Some Hindu 
officers are prejudiced against Musalmans, and some Muham- 


Madan officers against Hindus. Some aative officers receive 


ho visitors, while others are too ready to receive them and 
accept presents. The editor lately paid visits to the Coarts 
of the District and Sessions Judge, the Small-Cause Ooart 
Jadge, the Subordinate Judge, the Munsif, the Collector, th 


ae 
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Joint-Magistrate, and Saiyid Mubammad Mohsin, and Munshi 
Bihéri Lal, Deputy Collectors, and foand them busy perform- 
ing their duties with industry and intelligence. In regard to 


the Munsif, the editor complains that visitors are turned out 
of Court by the Munsif. 


The Raftq-i- Hind (Lahore), of the 4th July, says that last 
year a fire broke out in the Govern- 
ment Forest in Hazfra. The culti- 
vators living in the neighbourhood were suspected of setting 
fire to the forest and che pastures granted to them at the time 
of the late settlement were confiscated in consequence. Some 
of them, being thus unable to feed their cattle, abandoned their 
houses in Mansahra, and migrated to Kashmir territory. This 
state of things does not reftect much credit on British rule. If 
the fire was not accidental but was the work of incendiuries, the 
guilty persons should have been discovered and _ punished. 
Evidently the indiscriminate confiscation of the pastures of 
all cultivators was unjust. The Rafig is glad to say that 
the Deputy Commissioner has since allowed the cultivators to 
take grass from the pastures but not to graze their cattle there. 
Their full rights should be restored to them. It is necessary 
to amend sections 23 and 29 of Regulation No. If of 1879. 


Forest affairs, Hazara. 


The same paper, referring to the case of Mirza Karamat- 
Case of Tahsildér of Ullah Khan, Tahsildér of Ajnala, 
Ajoala, Amritsar. who was convicted of assault and 
fine] Rs, 25 by Mr. Fox, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Amrit- 
sur, remarks that the sentence is non- appealable but that the 
Tahsildar has applied to the Chief Court for revision. Such 
criminal prosecations against native officers should be heard 
by Deputy Commissioners ang not by Extra Assistant Com- 
missioners, who are nearly equal to them in rank and msy 
have a private grudge against them. 


A correspondent of the Dinkar Prakdsh (Lacknow), | ‘for 
Honorary Magistrates. J une, 1s ‘surprised. that no us whe | 
does not hold the Middle Class Examinat ertisica’®: 


eligible even for a post of Rs. 10 in the pnblic service, while 
Honorary Magistrates, who exercise criminal powers, are 
not required to pass any examination. 


NATIVE STATHS. 


The Panjab Punch (Lahore), of the Ist J uly, refers to the 
dethronement of the late Nawab Jamal- 
tabs wap et ochre bie ul-din Khan of Mamdot for maladmi- 
nistration, but praises Naw&b Nizam-ul-din Kh&n, the 
present chief, and réconimends the bestowal of the full powers 
of a Feudatory Chief on him. He has received a good edu- 
cation and manages the State satisfactorily. In recogni- 
tion of his offer of his personal services during the’ late 
crisis, Government has been pleased to appoint him an Honor- 
ary Lieutenant-Colonel in the British Army. He lately held 
a cattle-show at which the Deputy Commissioner and the 
Commissioner highly praised him. Under these circumstances 
the Punch hopes that Sir Charles Aitchison will see his way to 
recommend to thé Supreme Government his elevation to the 
position of other Native Chiefs. It is surely unjust to make 
him suffer for the faults of his ancle, the late Nawab Jamial- 
ul-din Khan. | 


RAILWAY. 


The Mdrwar Gazette (Jodhpur), of the 29th June, com- 
plains that at the railway station 
at Jodhpur there is no shed to 
protect passengers from the inclemencies of the weather, nor 


are the arrangements made for the supply of water 
Satisfactory. 


The Shafigq-i-Hind (Lahore), of the 27th June, ‘ites 
that the glazed windows in the inter- 
Rewéri-Firozp 2 
ct mediate class carriages on-the Rewéri- 
Firozpur Railway being out of order, passengers are unable 


to open them, to their great discomfort. The railway antho- 
rities should see to this. 


Railway-station, J is 
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